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Clients appreciate John’s ability to understand both the scientific and 
business aspects of their matters to resolve them more efficiently.

John Isacson focuses on representing clients in the pharmaceutical, biotechnology, 
chemical and medical device industries in all patent-related matters. His clients include 
internationally recognized research and health care institutions, emerging ventures, 
investors, and large public corporations.

A registered patent attorney, John has particular experience in strategic counseling and 
patent portfolio management, infringement litigation, due diligence, inter partes and post-
grant reviews, reexaminations, patent interferences, inventorship and ownership 
disputes, biosimilars, and Hatch-Waxman. He is regularly involved in litigation and U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office proceedings. John also advises on related FDA matters for 
certain technologies.

In his pro bono practice, John counsels military veterans through his work with the 
National Veterans Legal Services Program, an organization that has helped veterans to 
obtain disability benefits.

Representative Matters
Represented a multinational biopharmaceutical company in intellectual property matters 
related to a multibillion-dollar acquisition.

Developed strategies and patent portfolios for recombinant poxviruses, which involved a 
patent interference, a district court action, and multiple ex parte appeals to the board.

Prevailed in an interference proceeding and obtained a precedential affirmance from the 
Federal Circuit for a biotechnology company’s patent.

Prevailed in an interference proceeding, which resulted in issuance of a patent for 
transgenic corn.

Prevailed in inter partes review proceedings to invalidate patent claims.

Successfully prosecuted an application for recombinant von Willebrand Factor, leading 
to a U.S. patent having pre-GATT term, issued in 2013.

Strategized and developed multigenerational worldwide patent portfolios for orthopedic 
implants for a leading teaching hospital.

Successfully prosecuted patent applications for biotechnology and pharmaceutical 
products, including recombinantly-produced vaccines and production cells, antibodies, 
and coagulation factors.
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Education
George Washington University Law School, JD, with honors, 1988

University of Maryland, MS Molecular Biology, 1985

University of Maryland, BA Microbiology and Scientific Ethics, 1984

Bar Admissions
District of Columbia

U.S. Patent & Trademark Office

Court Admissions
U.S. Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit 

U.S. Supreme Court,  

Memberships and Certifications
American Intellectual Property Law Association

Judicial Clerkships
Judicial Law Clerk
The Hon. Daniel J. Davidson, Chief Administrative Law Judge, U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration

Recognitions*
The Best Lawyers in America, Litigation‒Patent, Washington DC, 2017‒2023

Washington, DC Super Lawyer, 2018‒2019

Law360 Distinguished Legal Writing Awards (Burton Award), 2008
* No aspect of this or any advertisement has been approved by the Supreme Court of New Jersey. For ranking 

methodologies, please see here. 

https://www.mccarter.com/awards-methodology/
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